Advanced Composition – Literary Analysis Essay Evaluation

Ideas & Content
 (30 points)










Topic is narrow & manageable





Relevant, telling, quality details go beyond obvious


Substantive support details





Writing from experience/ ideas fresh & original



Reader’s questions are anticipated & answered



Demonstrates insight into themes, characters, etc.






Organization:  (30 points)









Powerful intro invites reader in





Powerful conclusion leaves reader pondering



Thoughtful/effective transitions





Logical & effective sequencing/arrangement



Pacing is well controlled/services effect




Flow is smooth & unnoticeable





Voice:  
(5 points)










Reader feels strong interaction with writer



Writer willingly takes risk





Tone & voice add appropriate flavor




Writing is honest, personal/reflects strong commitment


Word Choice:  
(15 points)










Words are specific & accurate





Words, phrases create pictures & linger in reader’s mind


Natural language/Not overdone, over the top



Striking language catches reader’s eye/ear


Lively verbs, precise nouns, vivid modifiers



Precision is obvious





Sentence Fluency:  (10 points)










Sentences enhance the meaning





Sentences vary in length & structure




Purposeful & varied sentence starts




Creative & appropriate connectives




The writing has cadence, pace, flow




Conventions:  (5 points)










Correct spelling







Correct punctuation






Correct grammar & usage





Sound & effective paragraphing





Conventions deftly manipulated for stylistic effect


Presentation:  (5 points)










Typed appropriately






Proper title page






Engaging title
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